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Lesson Plan
Overview
ADJECTIVES -  DESCRIBING THINGS

TERMINAL OBJECTIVE

CLASS DESCRIPTION

ENABLING OBJECTIVES

This English as a Second Language is course for beginners.

The CLB Benchmark being taught in this course is Level 1.

SKILLS

LEVEL

Speak, Listen, Read, Write

Beginner (CLB 1)

Describe things with common adjectives

Students wil l  be able to…

To develop learner knowledge regarding the use of the following structures:

"What's that?""It 's a/an (adjective)+(noun)

To provide extensive l istening practice through activit ies

To develop learners’ vocabulary to to describe things with common adjectives 

To develop learner'  knowledge about indigenous culture and the concept of sharing

To provide responsive speaking and interactive l istening practice through a job 

MATERIALS

Draw the Opposites Worksheet

Crow & Litt le Bear Reading

Colored Crayons or Pencils

For Virtual Learning -  Slide Deck

 

LESSON DURATION: 1 HOUR

TARGET

VOCAB

big, small ,  long, short,  fat,  thin,  fast,  slow, strong, weak, beach, tree, rock,

mountain,  bear,  crow, fish, feather,  horse



Lesson Plan 
Part 1
ADJECTIVES -  DESCRIBING THINGS

PART 1: WARM UP (10 MINUTES)

WHAT IS THE TEACHER DOING

Go over the Indigenous Story the class read as homework (Crow & Litt le Bear)

Ask the students the following questions to spark general conversation about the

topic: 

How Little Bear and Crow shared in the story

How do you share in your l ife?

Why is sharing important?

WHAT ARE THE STUDENTS DOING

Students watch video

Students l isten to instructor ask questions

Students engage and answer questions

 

Teacher introduces the topic to students 

Teacher plays video

Teacher asks students questions and facil itates a dialogue about job interviews

Teacher gains an understanding of students'  prior understanding/knowledge

regarding topic



Lesson Plan 
Part 2
ADJECTIVES -  DESCRIBING THINGS

PART 2: NEW LEARNING & ADJECTIVES (25 MINUTES)

WHAT IS THE TEACHER DOING

You are going to introduce the following adjectives by drawing pictures on the

board: big / small ,  long / short,  fat / thin,  strong / weak, fast / slow. 

Don’t worry if  you are not very artistic – even simple l ine drawings wil l  do.

FOR A VIRTUAL CLASS: Alternatively,  you could create slides (see attached)

First start by drawing two l ines vertically down the board so you divide the board

into three equal sections. Then do the following for each set of adjectives:

big / small:  in the first section draw a bear. Elicit  "bear" and write "a bear"

under the picture. Then, in the second section, draw a really big bear– fi l l  up

the whole section. Teach / Elicit  "big" and write "it  is a big bear" under the

picture. Finally,  draw a really small  bear in the last section, teach / elicit

"small" and write "it  is a small  bear". Chorus each of the phrases three times. 

Then, erase the pictures of the big and small bears. Invite one student up to the

board and pointing in the middle section say "draw a big bear". Then invite another

student up and say "draw a small bear" pointing at the last section. Give each

student a round of applause. 

For the rest of the adjectives, follow the same drawing on the board

procedure:long / short:  draw a river (long and short).fat / thin: draw a fish (fat and

thin).fast / slow: draw a horse (a fast,  sporty horse and an old,  t ired, slow horse).

 

Teacher delivers lesson

Teacher teaches students new adjectives and vocabulary

Teacher answers questions as needed

Teacher assesses comprehension, speaking, l istening, and reading

Students l isten to teacher's instructions

Students learn the new adjectives 

Students learn new vocabulary

Students actively participate

 WHAT ARE THE STUDENTS DOING



Lesson Plan 
Part 3
ADJECTIVES -  DESCRIBING THINGS

PART 3 - ADJECTIVES PICTIONARY (20 MINUTES)

WHAT IS THE TEACHER DOING

Start by playing on the board so everyone understandshow to play. Erase

everything from the board except the two vertical l ines from the previous activity. 

You can use a slide if  teaching virtually (see attached).

Invite three students to the board and stand them in front of each blank section on

the board and give them a marker / chalk each. Say "Draw two thin fish and one fat

fish".

When the drawings are finished select a winner for the best picture. 

Play another round or two on the board with different students (use different

adjectives and nouns each round).

Next,  put students into groups of three and give each student a large piece of

paper to draw on. Shout out the adjectives to draw and give everyone 1 minute to

complete their drawings. At the end of 1 minute get everybody to hold up their

pictures – you are the judge and you have to select the best picture from each

group of three students as the winning picture. Then move onto the next drawings

– play unti l  al l  the adjectives have been practiced. Here are some ideas for

drawings: 

thin / fat f ish 

big / small  bear

fast / slow crow

strong / weak horse

Teacher provides students with instructions

Teacher walks around classroom helping answer questions as needed

Teacher assesses speaking, l istening, and comprehension of adjectives and vocab

Students l isten to teacher's instructions

Students participate in the game

Students speak, l isten, and demonstrate understanding of adjectives and vocab

 WHAT ARE THE STUDENTS DOING



Lesson Plan 
Part 4
ADJECTIVES -  DESCRIBING THINGS

PART 4 - REVIEW (5-10 MINUTES)

WHAT IS THE TEACHER DOING

Teacher reviews the adjectives and the vocabulary

Teacher asks students what they learned today

Teacher asks students for feedback regarding the activit ies

Ask for questions and place them on the parking lot.

Teacher is leading the review

Teacher is asking students questions

Teacher is putting questions on the parking lot

Teacher is gaining an understanding of comprehension levels

Teacher is gaining an understanding of what worked and what didn't

Students are providing feedback of activit ies

Students ask questions if  something is unclear

Students are demonstrating comprehension and understanding of lesson

 WHAT ARE THE STUDENTS DOING

Lesson Wrap-Up
HOMEWORK

 ASSESSMENT 

(FORMATIVE THROUGH OBSERVATION)

"Adjectives -  Draw the Opposites" Worksheet (see attached)

In-class drawing activity 

(speaking, l istening, comprehension)

Homework -  Worksheet

(vocabulary,  writ ing, grammer)



S L I D E  D E C K

AD J E C T I V E S :  D E S C R I B I N G  T H I N G S



Describing 
Things

Sultan Sandur



Today’s Class Plan: Describing Things

ACTIVITY

LEARN 
New learning and practice 

(adjectives from Crow & Little Bear)

REVIEW

Adjectives Pictionary

0302 04 05

HOMEWORK
Draw the OppositesWARM-UP

01
Sharing



Warm-Up
CROW & LITTLE BEAR

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SHARING

01



Crow 
& Little 
Bear

● Sharing is a very important to many indigenous peoples● When we share, we help others and we can also learn from the people we share with. 
● Many indigenous communities believe they share the Earth with all other living things



In Pairs discuss... 

● How Little Bear and Crow shared in the story

● How do you share in your life?

● Why is sharing important?



Describing 
Things

LEARNING ADJECTIVES 
AND PRACTICE

02



Objective
We will learn how to describe things 

using adjectives from the 
‘Crow & Little Bear’ story 
you read for homework



Adjectives to Describe Things...

Fast/Slow Strong/WeakBig/Small Fat/Thin



Get into Pairs

Samantha
Katee

Mara 
Ken

Sylvie
Alex

Evan
Alisha

Kathryn
Taylor

Lori Jane
Troy

Jean Luc
Sally

1 2 3 4

5 6 7



  
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



I t  i s  a  b e a r



a  b e a r W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  b e a r I t  i s  a  b i g  b e a r



a  b e a r a  b i g  b e a r W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  b e a r a  b i g  b e a r I t  i s  a  s m a l l  b e a r



a  b e a r a  b i g  b e a r a  s m a l l  b e a r



 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



I t  i s  a  f i s h



a  f i s h

 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  f i s h I t  i s  a  f a t  f i s h



a  f i s h a  f a t  f i s h

 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  f i s h a  f a t  f i s h I t  i s  a  t h i n  f i s h





a  f i s h a  f a t  f i s h a  t h i n  f i s h



 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



I t  i s  a  c r o w



a  c r o w

 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  c r o w

 
I t  i s  a  f a s t  c r o w



a  c r o w

 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?a  f a s t  c r o w



a  c r o w

 
a  f a s t  c r o w I t  i s  a  s l o w  c r o w



a  c r o w

 
a  f a s t  c r o w a  s l o w  c r o w



 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



I t  i s  a  h o r s e



a  h o r s e

 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  h o r s e I t  i s  a  s t r o n g  h o r s e



a  h o r s e a  s t r o n g  h o r s e

 
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?



a  h o r s e a  s t r o n g  h o r s e I t  i s  a  w e a k  h o r s e



a  h o r s e a  s t r o n g  h o r s e a  w e a k  h o r s e



Questions?



AC T I V I T Y

S L I D E

AD J E C T I V E S :  D E S C R I B I N G  T H I N G S

 
*F o r  V i r t u a l  C l a s s r o o m s ,  u s e  t h i s  s l i d e  f o r  t h e

p i c t i o n a ry  a c t i v i ty
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W O R K S H E E T

Ad j e c t i v e s :  D RAW  T H E  O P P O S I T E S



Using the vocabulary learned in the 'Crow & Little Bear',
please draw an item under each adjective.

ADJECTIVES:
Draw the Opposites

Name Date

BIG SMALL LONG SHORT

FAT THIN FAST SLOW

STRONG WEAK VOCABULARY

bear

fish

crow

feather

horse

beach

tree

rock

mountain



R EAD I N G

C R O W  AN D  L I T T L E  B EAR



CROW AND
LITTLE BEAR

A long time ago, there was a crow who lived by a big river. It

was a very big river, with a strong rushing current and fierce

rapids. The river was full of fish, but the current was too fast

for Crow to attempt fishing. If she fell in the river, she would

be swept downstream.One morning, Crow awoke to find a

little bear on the beach by the river. Little Bear was a stranger,

and looked lost. Crow watched Little Bear curiously. Little

Bear spent several days lying on the beach, watching Crow.

Crow spent her time sitting in a big tree, dreaming about the

fish she could catch and watching Little Bear. One day, Little

Bear was crying. Crow saw this, so she flew down to the beach

to see what the problem was."Hello," said Crow."Hello," said

Little Bear."I'm sorry I didn't introduce myself sooner. I am

quite shy," said Crow."That's okay," said Little Bear. "I am shy,

too.""Why are you crying?" asked Crow."I miss my home," said

Little Bear. "I'm not from this part of the woods."Little Bear

explained how he had arrived at this beach. One fine sunny

day, his parents had gone fishing. Little Bear had wandered off

to find an adventure. What he found was a big river. Little

Bear thought he would catch a big fish and bring it home to

impress his parents. But as soon as he took one step into the

swirling rapids, he was swept away downstream. He would

have drowned if he had not grabbed onto a log. The log

carried him far down the river, for days and nights, until he

came to rest on the beach."So, that is how I ended up

here," said Little Bear. "And I miss my home because there is

such good fishing there."Ahh haa, thought Crow to herself.

Good fishing! Crow was always eager to find easier ways of

fishing."Why don't you go home?" asked Crow. 

A Coast Salish Story

It seemed like a pretty obvious question.Little Bear shook his

head vigorously. "Oh no! I will never set foot in that river

again!" Little Bear sat down and began to cry again when he

thought of all the good fishing at his home. Crow sat quietly

until Little Bear finished crying. "I think I can get you

home," said Crow."How?" asked Little Bear eagerly. Little Bear

was running around in circles, he was so excited."It would

involve climbing some trees and rocks."Little Bear fell onto his

rump and started to cry again."What's the matter now?" asked

Crow."My parents tried to teach me, but I was never very good

at climbing trees or rocks," said Little Bear. "I don't know

how."Crow shook her head. "That's not the right attitude,

friend. Let's go give it a try."Crow and Little Bear walked

toward the mountain. When they came to the first set of big

rocks, Crow flew to the top and called down, "Come on up,

Little Bear."Little Bear jumped on the rock, and slid straight to

the bottom. He jumped up and tried again, with the same

result. Little Bear looked like he was about to cry again.This

could be harder than I thought, said Crow to herself.Crow flew

back to the beach, and filled her claws with sand. She spread

the sand all over the rocks. "Try it now, Little Bear."Little Bear

shook his head. "No way," he said."It will be easier this time,

Little Bear," said Crow. "I promise."Little Bear hopped onto the

rock, and to his surprise, he did not slide off. Slowly, he inched

his way up the rock until he had reached the top. He and Crow

celebrated.

1

Sharing is important to all people. When we share, we help others and we can also learn from those with whom
we share. Many First Nations believe they share Earth with all other living things.



CROW AND
LITTLE BEAR

They began to make their way up the mountain, with Crow

spreading sand on the rocks and Little Bear climbing inch by

inch. By the time they reached the top, Crow was not using

any sand at all."Congratulations," said Crow. "You did that

quite well.""My stomach is kind of sore," said Little Bear. "But I

learned how to climb rocks!""You should never stop

learning.""I guess that is true."They took a rest and gazed out at

the scene. "I still can't see my home," said Little Bear.Crow

hopped onto the branch of a nearby tree. "If we climb up here,

you will be able to see your home.""I can't climb trees!" said

Little Bear. Crow shook her head at him."Oh, okay. I'll

try," sighed Little Bear.Little Bear grabbed Crow's wing and

hopped onto the first branch. He started to climb, but lost his

hold and nearly fell out of the tree.This could be harder than I

thought, said Crow to herself."Little Bear, do you see this bark

on the tree? Dig your claws into the bark. That is what you

have claws for."Little Bear was very scared. He tried digging

his claws into the bark. To his surprise, he got a very good

grip. Slowly, he became more confident in his claws, and he

began to make his way up the tree. Crow hopped from branch

to branch, encouraging him along the way. Finally, after a

great deal of climbing, they reached the top of the tallest tree

on the mountain. Little Bear was very excited."Thank you,

Crow. Thank you for teaching me how to climb trees! And

look, over there. There is my home!"Crow looked to the lakes

in the west where Little Bear was pointing. She could almost

taste the fish."But how are we ever going to get from this tall

tree to my home?" asked Little Bear."Little Bear, we are going

to fly," said Crow."Crow, my friend, you have taught me quite

a lot today.

But I think you're getting a little carried away.""Little Bear,

trust me!" cried Crow. "Think of your home and all those tasty

fish."Bear closed his eyes and began daydreaming about all the

fish in the lakes. As soon as he closed his eyes, Crow flapped

her wing in the air and pushed Little Bear from the

tree."Yooouuu puuusshed meeeeee!" yelled Little Bear as he

fell through the sky, legs flailing in the air.Suddenly, Crow

swooped below him and caught him on her back. "Wrap your

arms around my neck or you'll fall off," she said.Little Bear did

as he was told. The shock wore off and he realized that he was

flying. "Hey, we're flying!"Little Bear was enjoying the flight.

He looked around at the trees and lakes and the big river far

below.Crow kept her wings outspread as Little Bear clutched

onto her neck. They flew along the wind currents, rising and

falling as they drifted to Little Bear's home. "Flying is pretty

neat," said Little Bear."Yes, I guess I take it for granted," said

Crow.As they got closer to Little Bear's home, Crow was

getting quite tired. "Little Bear, you are getting very heavy. I

think we should land.""Good idea, Crow. Take us by that lake.

It is good fishing there."Crow and Little Bear landed by the

lake. Now that their long journey was over, they were hungry.

Fish began jumping from the water in great numbers right in

front of them."Look at all those fish!" exclaimed Crow. She

grew so excited that she dove into the lake and began flapping

around, trying to snap up fish in her beak. She splashed and

spluttered, and did not catch one fish.

2

A Coast Salish Story



Little Bear began to laugh at his friend. "No wonder you are

hungry all the time. Come here and dry off."As Crow shook all

her feathers, Little Bear crept to the shore of the lake. He knelt

down and slipped his paw into the water. Little Bear began

quietly to sing a song.Crow watched Little Bear. He is taking

an awfully long time, thought Crow to herself. Why is he just

sitting there? I am getting hungry.Suddenly, Little Bear

scooped his paw and a large fish came flying out of the lake.

Minutes later he repeated the action, and another fish landed

on the shore. Little Bear turned to Crow and smiled. "That

should be enough for dinner. We don't need any more."The

two friends had a meal of fish. "My father taught me that it is

important to sing that song when I go fishing. It makes the fish

sleepy," said Little Bear."Well, it is a much better way of

fishing than my method," laughed Crow.They ate most of the

fish, and wrapped the rest as a gift for Little Bear's people. The

pair travelled to Little Bear's home. Little Bear's people were

overjoyed to see him again and they threw a huge feast for

Crow. Crow was happy with Little Bear's people and the good

fishing in the lake, so she decided to stay. She never went back

to the big river again.

CROW AND
LITTLE BEAR

3

A Coast Salish Story

This story is a traditional indigenous

story passed on from generation to

generation by the Coast Salish

peoples. 

 

Author: Harvey McCue and Associates    
 

The story was retrieved from:

https://www.rcaanc-

cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1316530132377/1535460393645

?wbdisable=true#chpm1
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